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Aim Formation of intercultural and cognitive, linguocultural and 
sociocultural competence necessary for professional 
knowledge of a foreign language as a means of communication 
in translation activities.

Task Formation of intercultural and cognitive basis on the basis of 
acquaintance with economic, historical, socio-political and 
cultural life of the country of the studied language

Pre-requisites Basic Foreign Language, Introduction to Linguistics.

Post-requisites Linguistic and country studies, special professional language, 
literature of the language under study, stylistics.
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What is country 
study?

The course "Country Studies" provides the
study of history, geography, economics,
culture, socio-political system and trends in
the development of education of the country
of the studied language on the basis of active,
professionally oriented and integrative
approaches of the educational process.
Knowledge of the cultural and historical
heritage of the country of the studied
language plays an important role in learning a
foreign language.



The course content
Great Britain. Geographical position and mineralresources.
Early history of the UK
The history of the UK from the Norman Conquest tillthe Tudor era
The history of the UK from the Tudor era till presentday
System of education in the UK
Political system of the UK
The economy of the UK
The culture and traditions of the UK
USA. Geographical position and mineral resources
The history of the USA before acquiringindependence
The history of the independent USA
System of education in the USA
The political system of the USA
The economy of the USA
The culture of the USA



English speaking regions

THE USA

AUSTRALIA

THE UK
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Theme 1: Great Britain. Geographical position and mineral resources.
The British Isles, which include Great Britain, Ireland and a lot of smaller islands, are situated off the north

western coast of Europe. With total area of 244,1 sq. km. Population of the country is over 57 million people. Great
Britain is made up of England (London), Wales (Cardiff), Scotland (Edinburgh) and Northern Ireland (Belfast). The
official name of the country is the United Kingdom of Great Britain and the Northern Ireland. The capital of the
state is London.

The North West and West of Great Britain are surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean. The Eastern part of the country
is washed by the North Sea. The Southern eastern tip of G.B. is separated from France by the English Channel.
Northern Ireland is separated from G.B. by the Northern Channel and is washed by the Atlantic Ocean.

There are over 5000 islands in the system of the British Isles, the most famous of them are: Isle of Man,
Hebrides, Orkney Islands, Channel Islands.

The most important sea routes pass through the English Channel and the North Sea linking Europe with
Americas and other continents. The advantageous geographical position of G.B. created favorable conditions for
the development of shipping trade and the economy. From south to north G.B. stretches for over 900 km and from
east to west only for about 500km. In fact everything in the UK is rather small. The longest rivers are the Severn
(354km), flowing along the border between England and Wales, tributaries of which include the Avon, famed by
Shakespeare, and the river Thames (346km) which flows eastward to the port of London. The swiftest flowing
river in the British Isles is the Spey. There are many lakes in Great Britain. On the north-west side of the Pennine
system lies the Lake District, containing the beautiful lakes which give it its name. This district is widely known
for its association with the history of English literature and especially with the name of William Wordsworth
(1770-1850), the founder of the Lake School of poets.
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Theme 1: Great Britain. Geographical position and mineral resources. 
Assignment: prepare a report on the topic “Cities of the UK”
Recommendations: Read the literature on the topic. Write a report and prepare 10 
questions related to the topic. Discuss the report with in the classroom. Ask the 
questions. Make up a 30-word glossary on the topic. 

Theme 2: Early history of the UK. 

Assignment: prepare a report on the topic “Prehistoric monuments of the UK”

Recommendations: Read the literature on the topic. Write a report and prepare 10 
questions related to the topic. Discuss the report with in the classroom. Ask the 
questions. Make up a 30-word glossary on the topic. 
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